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SUGAR GROVE MAN GETS 45 YEARS FOR CHILD SEX ASSAULT 
SECOND CASE PENDING THAT COULD RESULT IN ADDITIONAL 165-YEAR SENTENCE 

June 15, 2017 

A Sugar Grove man is headed to prison more than a decade after he sexually 

assaulted a foster child who was living with his family. 

Circuit Judge Donald M. Tegeler, Jr., today sentenced 49-year-old Noel F. Buhay to 

45 years’ imprisonment in the Illinois Department of Corrections.  

A Kane County jury on March 17, 2017, convicted Buhay of three counts of predatory 

criminal sexual assault of a child, each a Class X felony.  

Kane County prosecutors presented evidence that between January 2004 and May 

2004 Buhay repeatedly sexually assaulted the victim. The victim, a foster child living 

with Buhay’s family, was younger than 12 years old at the time of the assaults, which 

occurred in Buhay’s home. 

Buhay had faced a sentence of between 18 and 90 years’ imprisonment. 

In addition to the prison term, Buhay must register for life as a sexual offender in 

accordance with the Illinois Sexual Offender Registration Act. 

Also, Judge Tegeler ordered Buhay to pay the victim $35,000 in restitution.  

According to Illinois law, Buhay must serve at least 85 percent of the sentence. He 

received credit for 90 days served in the Kane County jail.  

The case was investigated by the Illinois Department of Child and Family Services 

and the Kane County Child Advocacy Center. 

Buhay also is charged with 27 counts of predatory criminal sexual assault of a child 

and other related offenses against a second victim. The case is pending. Buhay’s 

next court appearance in the second case is Aug. 24, 2017, in front of Judge Tegeler 

in Courtroom 311 at the Kane County Judicial Center.  

If convicted of the most serious offense, Buhay would face a mandatory minimum 

additional sentence of 165 years in prison. 
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“Although time does not erase a victims’ pain, time did not silence our search for 

justice. I’m thankful this victim for came forward and confronted the abuser. This 

victim’s pursuit for closure also ended Mr. Buhay’s ability to victimize more children,” 

Kane County State’s Attorney Joe McMahon said. 

The case was prosecuted by Kane County Assistant State’s Attorneys Lori Schmidt 

and Andrew Whitfield. 

The pending charges against Buhay are not proof of guilt. Buhay is presumed 

innocent and is entitled to a fair trial in which it is the state’s burden to prove guilt 

beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Noel F. Buhay: Age 49 (d.o.b. 6-20-1967), of the 1100 block of Dorr Drive, Sugar 

Grove. 


